
Water for Charlottetown 
Our watershed has supplied residents and busi-
nesses of Charlottetown with water for many 
years. The first pumping station was built in 
Brackley in 1930. Next was the station at Union 
Road in 1949. Finally, a third station was put in 
Suffolk in 1994. The City plans to have a new 
pumping station in Miltonvale park operational by 
2016.  

Water Extraction 
Each day, 18 million litres of water is pumped out 
of the watershed for use by the residents of Char-
lottetown. That’s an average of 6.7 billion litres* 
of water per year that leaves the watershed. 
Treated waste water is sent to the harbour and 
does not return to watershed for recharge. When 
local Winter River watershed residents make use 
of groundwater and discharge it to their septic 
system it can recharge the aquifer.  

*This information is based on the most recently available 
extraction statistics, from 2000 through 2012.   

Government Legislation,  
Bylaws and Policies 
The Government of Prince Edward Island permits 
the City of Charlottetown to extract water at an 
unsustainable rate. In the City’s permit from the 
province, effective October 2010, it was stated 
that as no previous permit had been in place, the 
current permit would be based on the average 
daily pumping rates that approximately match the 
usage in 2009. 

This permit does not follow the provincial water 
extraction policy of that time which limited extrac-
tion to 50% of all the rain that fell in the water-
shed area. A new extraction policy was released 
in 2013 which is based on reductions in nearby 
stream flows. Since the City pumps water from 
the Winter River constantly, computer modelling 
is required to determine what the stream flow 
would be naturally. 

However a clause in  the new provincial water 
extraction guidelines allows existing permit hold-
ers to continue their level of extraction until it is 
“reasonably practical” to meet the new guide-
lines. For more details go to WinterTracadie.ca/water-extraction    



Supporting The Watershed,  
So It Can Support You  

The Problem  
Too much water is being extracted from the 
Winter River watershed. As a result: 

 Springs stop flowing 

 Low water levels in streams 

 Dry stream beds (2001, 2011, 2012, 
2013) 

 Private wells of residents in the water-
shed have gone dry (forcing them to pay 
for a new, deeper well). 

 Degraded habitat for the ecosystem 

 Fish kills and loss of fish due to dry 
streams, lowering fish stocks over time 

 

Solutions 
Water is being extracted beyond its capacity 
to recharge, and to support its ecosystem, 
but we have solutions.  

 

The Government of Prince Edward 
Island can… 

…Introduce a strong Water Act based on 
extensive community consultation, which 
has a clear definition of sustainable water 
extraction, and hold the City of Charlotte-
town accountable to comply with the Act  

…Strictly enforce other environmental rules 
and policies, such as crop rotation rules. 

 

The City of Charlottetown can… 

… Develop a comprehensive policy and pro-
grams that result in significant water use 
reductions by residents and businesses   

...Set annual targets for water reduction, so 
progress can be gauged. 

...Implement water restrictions in a timely 
manner during dry weather 

 

The Effects of  

Unsustainable  

Water Extraction  

 

City Residents can… 

…Talk to your City Councillor, 

…Get a low flow shower head, low flow  

toilet, and rain barrel from the City 

…Get a water meter, and 

…Encourage neighbours to follow recom-
mended water restrictions and guidelines. 

  

Watershed Residents can… 

…Show your enthusiasm for our association 
by becoming a member or supporter. 

...Volunteer with the watershed association. 
We need you to join our team, or 

...Conserve water and learn about our Water 
Conservation Program.at  

wintertracadie.ca/water-conservation 

 

Health & Sustainability 
By ensuring this limit is respected, and by 
setting effective programs and policies, the 
City of Charlottetown could allow the water-
shed to regain its eco health and sustainabil-
ity, providing healthy water and habitat for 
generations.  
  

Visit www.WinterTracadie.ca or 

www.facebook.com/WRTBWA for more 

information, to volunteer, or learn ways you 

can conserve water and help.  

Contact Us 
Mailing Address: 
630 Suffolk Road 
Dunstaffnage, PEI 
C1C 0P6 

www.WinterTracadie.ca 

www.facebook.com/WRTBWA 

Email: info@WinterTracadie.ca 

Brackley branch of the river, in good times and in bad. 


